either lead to permanent and irretrievable mischief, or to the absolute destruction of life. It behooves, then, all who are interested in the welfare of children, to watch carefully at this period of their infantile existence for the signs and evidences of commencing irritation in any part of the system, and as soon as they appear, however trifling they may be, more especially if there be heat and swelling of the gums, with the other symptoms of approaching teething, at once to seek for that medical assistance, by which alone, the impending mischief may be warded off.
We have already given a brief sketch of the development of the teeth, during the period the embryo is carried in the mother's womb, and have brought up our remarks to the time prior to dentition. The teeth continue to grow after the birth of the child, until, in the average of instances, the crown in full growth makes its appearance externally, having caused, by the pressure it exerts, the removal of all the parts lying over it.
The fang is not complete until after the crown of the tooth has presented itself above the level of the gum. Before this occurs, certain changes take place in the gums, which indicate to the experienced eye there been such decided affection arising from disease of the brain. The palsy and the cough completely disappeared when the four teeth made their appearance in the mouth.
(To be Continued.)
